Further, we may conclude that as the surface of
each mass parted  with  its  Energy,   its superficial
molecules would be drawn together by the Forces of
cohesion and chemical affinity.    We should thus get
a solid cohering framework on the exterior of each
mass, as soon as it had parted with a considerable
portion of its molecular Energy to the surrounding
ether.1'   Through this   cohering   crust, the   central
Energy  would  slowly escape by conduction: until,
sooner or later, we might expect each such mass to
consist of a cold and inert collection of molecules,
the whole Energy of whose previous separation had
been, yielded up to the ether.        But a special inci-.
dent of this transference might occasionally occur to
break the monotony of its simple course.    As the
central Energy escaped through the cohering crust,
there might be a tendency for the interior molecules
to be drawn together under the influence of cohesion
and gravitation.    A second crust would thus tend to
form itself beneath the outer one.    Thereupon, the
Force of gravitation might outweigh the cohesion t>f
the outer crust, which would yield-under the strain
and fall in upon the subjacent mass, breaking along'
its line of least cohesion.    Each such fall would be
1 The cases of the ocean and the atmosphere, which appear to contradict this general statement, but whose form is really cine to the separative action of radiant solar Energy, will be treated in the next chapter.